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Section A: Family

1 It is claimed that families are just as important as they were in the past. By contrast with traditional 
societies, however, families in modern industrial societies perform fewer functions.

 (a) What is meant by the term functions? [2]

 (b) Describe two functions that families perform in traditional societies. [4]

 (c) Explain how the functions performed by families have changed as societies have modernised.
 [6]

 (d) To what extent are families as important today as they were in the past? [8]

2 The extended family is associated with a more traditional way of life. Social change and economic 
development usually lead to the decline of the extended family.

 (a) What is meant by the term extended family? [2]

 (b) Describe two types of family unit apart from the extended family. [4]

 (c) Explain why social change and economic development usually lead to the decline of the 
extended family. [6]

 (d) To what extent does the decline of the extended family help to explain the rising divorce rate 
in modern industrial societies? [8]

Section B: Education

3 In a meritocracy each child has the same opportunity to benefit from the education system.

 (a) What is meant by the term meritocracy? [2]

 (b) Describe two ways in which children may be treated equally within the education system. [4]

 (c)  Explain why a child from a poor background may find it difficult to do well at school. [6]

 (d) To what extent is there equality of opportunity for all children within the education systems of 
modern industrial societies? [8]

4 Schools contribute much to the socialisation of children, not least through the hidden curriculum.

 (a) What is meant by the term hidden curriculum? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of how schools contribute to the socialisation of young children. [4]

 (c) Explain how gender roles are reinforced through the hidden curriculum. [6]

 (d) How far can the underachievement of some ethnic minority groups in the education system 
be explained in terms of the hidden curriculum? [8]
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Section C: Crime, Deviance and Social Control

5 The term ‘moral panic’ has been used to explain why the police and the public may have an 
exaggerated view of the extent of certain types of deviant behaviour.

 (a) What is meant by the term moral panic? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of deviant behaviour. [4]

 (c) Explain why a moral panic may lead to an apparent increase in the rate of crime. [6]

 (d) How far is it true that some social groups commit more crimes than others? [8]

6 In some societies young people are often regarded as a separate group. They are seen to possess 
a distinctive youth culture.

 (a) What is meant by the term youth culture? [2]

 (b) Describe two social characteristics that may distinguish young people from older age groups.
 [4]

 (c) Explain why youth cultures have become a feature of modern industrial societies over the last 
fifty years. (6)

 (d) How far do youth cultures represent a threat to the dominant values of society? [8]

Section D: Mass Media

7 The mass media distort reality by perpetuating stereotypes and reporting events in a sensationalist 
manner.

 (a) What is meant by the term stereotype? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of how the mass media may report events in a sensationalist manner.
 [4]

 (c)  Explain why media reporting often distorts the reality of crime in society. [6]

 (d) To what extent do the mass media influence the way people behave today? [8]

8 It is important for democracy that the press is free from government control and censorship.

 (a) What is meant by the term censorship? [2]

 (b) Describe two ways in which newspapers may contribute to democracy in a country. [4]

 (c)  Explain why it is important for democracy that the press is free of government control. [6]

 (d) How far do newspapers reflect the interests and opinions of different groups in society? [8]
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