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Introduction 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and 
A Level Accounting (9706), and to show how different levels of candidatesô performance (high, middle and 
low) relate to the subjectôs curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
For each question, each response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were 
awarded or omitted. This, in turn, is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been 
improved. In this way it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and 
what they will have to do to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates 
made in their answers for each question.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard 
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the 
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been 
omitted.  
 
The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download as a zip file 
from Teacher Support as the Example Candidate Responses Files. These files are:  
 
 

Question Paper 22, June 2016 

Question paper 9706_s16_qp_22.pdf 

Mark scheme 9706_s16_ms_22.pdf 

Question Paper 32, November 2016 

Question paper 9706_w16_qp_32.pdf 

Mark scheme 9706_w16_ms_32.pdf 

 
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
  

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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How to use this booklet  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers by real candidates in exam 

conditions. These show you the types 

of answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 

your learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 

alongside the answers, 

linked to specific part of the 

answer. These explain 

where and why marks 

were awarded. This helps 

you to interpret the 

standard of Cambridge 

exams and helps your 

learners to refine their 

exam technique. 

This explains how the candidate could have improved 

their answer and helps you to interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine 

exam technique. 

This lists the common mistakes candidates made in 

answering each question. This will help your learners to 

avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the 

best chance of achieving a high mark. 
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Assessment at a glance 

 
 
For Cambridge International AS & A Level Accounting, candidates: 

¶ take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS Level qualification) 

or 

¶ follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS Level 
qualification) in one series, then Paper 3 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in a later 
series 

or 

¶ take Papers 1, 2 and 3 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge International 
A Level. 

All components are externally assessed. 
 

Component 

Weighting 

AS Level A Level 

Paper 1 Multiple Choice 1 hour  

30 multiple choice questions based on the AS Level syllabus content 

30 marks 

30% 15% 

Paper 2 Structured Questions 1 hour 30 minutes 

Four structured questions on the AS Level syllabus content 

Question 1 on financial accounting (30 marks) 

Questions 2 and 3 on financial accounting (2 ³ 15 marks) 

Question 4 on cost and management accounting (30 marks) 

Total 90 marks 

70% 35% 

Paper 3 Structured Questions 3 hours 

Paper 3 tests the additional content for the A Level, but also requires a 
knowledge and understanding of the AS Level content. 

Section A: Four structured questions on financial accounting (4 ³ 25 
marks)  

Section B: Two structured questions on cost and management accounting 

(2 ³ 25 marks)  

Total 150 marks 

ï 50% 

 
 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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Paper 3 ï Structured Questions 

 

Question 1 
 

Example candidate response ï high  Examiner comments 

 

 This script is a good 

example of a high-level 
answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 No marks are awarded 

for the third answer. The 
question asked candidates 
to state the difference 
between a donation and a 
member subscription. This 
answer simply states 
features of each.  
 
Mark for (a) = 2/3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 No marks are awarded 

for the shopkeeper's wages. 
The candidate does not 
adjust the accruals and 
prepayments correctly. 
 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 
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Example candidate response ï high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark for (b) = 13/15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This is a good answer. 

The candidate recognises 
that there will be a possible 
hidden cost of lower quality, 
which may reduce sales if 
the chairman buys cheaper 
products. 
 

4 

4 


























































































