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HINDUISM

Paper 2 Development of Hinduism

You must answer on the enclosed answer booklet.

You will need: Answer booklet (enclosed)

INSTRUCTIONS

• Answer two questions in total:

Section A: answer one question.

Section B: answer one question.

• Follow the instructions on the front cover of the answer booklet. If you need additional answer paper,

ask the invigilator for a continuation booklet.

INFORMATION

• The total mark for this paper is 60.

• The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [ ].

This document has 4 pages. Any blank pages are indicated.
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Section A

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.

EITHER

Summarise the difference between astika and nastika traditions within Hinduism. [5](a)1

Compare the nature and concerns of the epics with the nature and concerns of the Manusmriti.

[10]

(b)

Assess the claim that the epics are just enjoyable stories. [15](c)

[Total: 30]

OR

‘Although the role of the correct performance of religious rituals is firmly based on scriptures, the

physical presence of the scripture in the form of written words is very often non-existent. The

2

worshipper or the priest learns the procedure and the mantras from the written texts, and recites

them at the appropriate time in the ritual to accompany the action.’

Summarise what the above passage says about the use and significance of religious texts in

Hinduism. [5]

(a)

Explain why the Vedas remain important to contemporary Hinduism. [10](b)

‘It is important for all Hindus to read the Vedas for themselves.’ Discuss. [15](c)

[Total: 30]
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Section B

Answer EITHER Question 3 OR Question 4.

EITHER

Summarise what is unique about Shaktism. [5](a)3

Explain how different theistic traditions can be understood as parts of a single religion called

Hinduism. [10]

(b)

‘The concept of Brahman is the same for all Hindus.’ Discuss. [15](c)

[Total: 30]

OR

‘Experience of the divine must be sought in the company of good people. It is an illusion to imagine

that you can see God in some temple or shrine or in some kind of meditation. Only in the divine

4

manifesting in a human form can you experience the divine. If one cannot experience the divine in

a living human being, how can one experience it in an inanimate stone? It is only when one perceives

with love that one realises one’s true nature.’

Outline what the above passage says about the knowability of the divine. [5](a)

Explain why some Hindus might describe the divine as unknowable. [10](b)

Assess the claim that it is easier for people to relate to the divine within the theistic traditions

of Hinduism. [15]

(c)

[Total: 30]
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